Navigating Kenyan
Legal Waters

10 Essential Questions to Ask Your Lawyer for Informed Legal Guidance

10 Questions to Your Lawyer: A
Guide for Kenyans Seeking Legal
Advice

Navigating the legal landscape in Kenya can be daunting, especially if you're unfamiliar with
the law. Whether you're starting a business, dealing with a property dispute, or need general
legal advice, consulting a lawyer can help clarify your situation. However, knowing which
questions to ask is crucial to getting the most out of your consultation. This comprehensive
guide will walk you through the top ten questions to ask your lawyer, tailored for the Kenyan
context, to ensure you're well-prepared and informed.

1. What Experience Do You Have With Cases Like Mine?

Answer:

When looking for legal assistance, it's essential to understand your lawyer's background and
experience with cases similar to yours. In Kenya, legal expertise can vary significantly across
different fields—be it family law, corporate law, or property law. Knowing your lawyer's track
record can give you confidence in their ability to handle your case effectively.

Action:
Request examples of similar cases they have handled and the outcomes achieved. This can
be done through an in-person meeting or via email.

Example:

If you're dealing with a family inheritance dispute, ask your lawyer about previous inheritance
cases they’ve managed. This will help assess whether they have the necessary expertise to
navigate the complexities of Kenyan succession law.

2. What Is Your Fee Structure?



Answer:

Understanding the fee structure is crucial to avoid unexpected costs. Lawyers in Kenya may
charge hourly rates, flat fees, or contingency fees depending on the case type. It's important
to clarify this upfront to manage your budget effectively.

Action:

During your initial consultation, ask for a detailed breakdown of potential costs and any
additional charges that might arise. You can do this face-to-face or through a detailed written
proposal.

Example:
For a property sale, inquire about the total legal fees, including charges for document
preparation, registration, and any miscellaneous expenses.

3. How Will You Communicate With Me?

Answer:

Effective communication is key to a successful lawyer-client relationship. Understand how
your lawyer plans to keep you informed about your case progress. This can be through phone
calls, emails, or in-person meetings.

Action:

Establish a preferred communication method and frequency. Ensure that your lawyer is
comfortable with your choice, whether it's regular updates via text messages or monthly
face-to-face meetings.

Example:
If you prefer in-person updates, schedule regular meetings at your lawyer's office to discuss

case developments and strategies.

4. What Are the Likely Outcomes of My Case?

Answer:

While no lawyer can guarantee a specific outcome, a seasoned lawyer should provide an
educated assessment of the potential results based on similar past cases and current legal
trends in Kenya.

Action:
Request a realistic evaluation of your case, including best-case and worst-case scenarios. This
can help you prepare mentally and financially for all possible outcomes.

Example:
In a corporate dispute, understanding the range of possible outcomes can help you decide
whether to settle out of court or proceed with litigation.



5. What Is the Timeline for Resolution?

Answer:
Knowing how long your case might take is important for planning purposes. Legal processes
in Kenya can be lengthy due to court backlogs and procedural requirements.

Action:
Ask your lawyer for a projected timeline, considering typical delays in the Kenyan legal
system. Make sure to discuss factors that might expedite or prolong the process.

Example:
For a divorce case, your lawyer might explain that the process could take anywhere from
several months to a few years, depending on the complexity and whether it’s contested.

6. What Documents or Information Do You Need From Me?

Answer:
Providing your lawyer with the necessary documents and information is crucial for building a
strong case. This may include contracts, identification documents, or financial records.

Action:
Create a checklist of required documents and submit them promptly. This can be done
through a secure online portal or by hand delivery to your lawyer's office.

Example:
For a property transaction, you might need to provide title deeds, land rates clearance
certificates, and identification documents.

7. How Will You Involve Me in the Decision-Making Process?

Answer:
It's important to know how much control you will have over decisions made in your case. A
collaborative approach ensures that your preferences and interests are represented.

Action:
Discuss the decision-making process with your lawyer and agree on when you’ll be consulted.
This can be clarified in your initial agreement or during an in-person meeting.

Example:
In a criminal defense case, you might want to be involved in deciding whether to accept a
plea deal or proceed to trial.

8. What Are the Risks Involved With My Case?



Answer:
Every legal case carries inherent risks that need to be considered. Having a clear
understanding of these will help you make informed decisions.

Action:
Request a detailed risk assessment from your lawyer, highlighting potential legal, financial,
and reputational risks. This can be delivered in a written report or discussed in person.

Example:
In a business merger, your lawyer might outline risks such as regulatory approvals, cultural
integration issues, and financial liabilities.

9. Can You Provide References From Past Clients?

Answer:
Hearing from past clients can give you insights into your lawyer's competence and client
service. Be sure to ask for references that relate to your specific legal needs.

Action:
Request contact information for past clients willing to share their experiences. Follow up with
these references through a phone call or meeting.

Example:
If you're considering a lawyer for a personal injury claim, speaking with former clients who
had similar cases can provide reassurance of your lawyer’s capabilities.

10. What Is Your Strategy for My Case?

Answer:
Understanding your lawyer's strategy gives you a sense of direction and confidence in their
approach. A clear strategy should outline the steps to achieve your desired outcome.

Action:
Ask your lawyer to present a strategic plan, including short and long-term goals. This can be
done through a formal presentation or a written document.

Example:
For a trademark registration, your lawyer might outline steps like conducting a trademark
search, preparing the application, and responding to potential objections.

Conclusion

Choosing the right lawyer and asking the right questions can significantly impact the outcome
of your legal matters. By following this guide, you'll be better equipped to engage in



meaningful conversations with your lawyer, whether you're in Nairobi, Mombasa, Kisumu or
anywhere else. Don't hesitate to ask these questions and more as you seek legal counsel.

Remember, the right questions can lead to better outcomes. Engage with your lawyer,
understand your legal standing, and take proactive steps toward resolving your legal issues.

At K’Bahati & Co. Advocates, we are always at the forefront of positive engagement with
clients, supporting them through legal issues. Contact us to help you navigate your legal
matters with confidence.


http://www.kbahatilaw.com/
http://www.kbahatilaw.com/

